BB: % Special Report

real estate, real people, the real Costa Rica.

JULY, 2009

USA Situation

Last week my daughter and her husband from Minnesota declared
bankruptcy. He had his own carpet laying business and had worked 90
hour s a week épr eviToey slid it @ saveatheir y e
home. And the stress put on them was enough to cause her to develop
medical issues which forced them to delay having children.

My ot her daughteréhaving put herself throu
working a full time jobéwas just infoShemsed "t
now forced to postpone her dream of becoming a nursénd her husband lives in fear of

losing hisjob.Lucki Iy i f they had toéthey cioludwd sm

house.

My f ather, who has developed cancer dur i nig
waited in the doctordés office | ast week for
week. He neverdidgetin. Hat e to say it but I am gl ad

clinic would have heard me.
ALL of us have lost this past yearALL OF US. We have had large part of our lives taken

awayéand in many cases, replaced wWehhvelesso me
money, we have more stress and many more problems than ever bdfdeeis simply less fun
than it used to beé

This report i s NOT a rant olfris ndtiamihdictmdnieaganst a i r

the government or oO0the powers that be. o

I T IS THE PRESENTATI ON OF AN ALTERNA
many of you thought no | onger

émany of wus dream of t henddhe pastvalbseoh | |
family, honesty, and simplicity were paramounklost of us consider those
days gone and still we dream.

For a great many of wus, tg&
homed i s becoming iThewvalees, she |
|l i festyle, the center sAndwe
feel powerless.
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Living Costa Rica

Rhonda and | moved to Costa almost infinitely better than longer. And no, this is not

Rica 7 years ago. And we o ur ool d | i simplg hypeb anct dmoke and

moved here primarily because h o0 me 6 .Returning to that mirrors because we will

of the cost of living and for the past and the present life there present pros and cons, the
adventure. And over those 7 is simply not an option forus 6 g o o d , bad and
years, it has become so muchany longer. u g | @osta Rica, and life here

more than that. Without a This ospecial i§ %nﬁllbeqnqti\ée 'wt?icg magyb% ut
doubt .we have come to ., alternative, which really YOU should consider and consi-
recognize that we have made does exist for most of you. It der strongl yébecau
mistakes and we were involves making decisions angMmay save your livesAnd most

naive. But we were also luc- maj or changeséﬁfﬂq? timf:,g'pVErlﬁg gif{icult
ky éver y Bécausekwpat of youeéit canto maé(eaq.'deciéi%nrwpiﬂ"l will
we have received is so mUChshattering changes for thechange your | ifleébu
more than we ever expec- o t er 6changes aporoltclr]epbbgp@f L ()_t
ted. AND becauseég\éggnwl tchhangesbeQbﬂ's dVY'dtnh()tt he fii
in

all the negati\(hﬁ]@ m?eféd%ogs%ﬁeréﬁlo
ives

Costa Ricaéour | i v ere are

QDeoosoeooscccssccsncnsncasc®

—

Most of you have dreamt of Costa Ricaé
(and you know that Costa Rica has more
other place on the planet).  Most of you know about the basics:

While we recognize that No standing armyéeveréthe | ast invasion by Ni

(9]
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the above is a Over 25% of the country is set aside for national parks.

: : ) The beaches in Costa Rica officially belong to the peopéss than 1% can be owned by private parties.
simplificat ) ) . . N .
Costa Rica is Latin Americads |l ongest running

believe that it is an Costa Rica was recently voted the oworldés ha

adequate representation certainly a contributor to less stress.

: : Inhabitants of certain areas of Costa Rica h
ORIEMCICN(EVCRTERYIR c x pect ancy of the average Costa Rican is higher t

mention a few negatives The literacy rate in Costa Rica is higher than that of the United States.
The diversity of plant and ani mal l'ife in Cos

£ il s o el size of West Virginia.

who want a balanced Cost of living is easily far less than half of equivalent standard in the States or Canada.

picture) Costa Rica is heaven for gardening and lovers of both flora and fauna. ( yes, birdwatchers too!)

Costa Rica is SAFHyes, crime is increasing but in most areas it is statistically much safer than Statesid
Canada)

The Costa Rican people , for the most part, love the United States and Canadlaost every family has
at least one member who has worked Stateside over the past several years and ties are still strong
remembered fondly.

The medical system in Costa Rica is Ilike the
professionals still make house calkhd the service is absolutely first rat€.ask Rhonda about her three episo-
des in the hospitals here!)

PP 0000000000000000000000a)0000000000000000CO0COCORGEEEES

National Museum, the last
Garrison

Rhonda and | liken Costa Rica to the States or Canad&®g@ears ago when family values were paramoun
and the values of honesty, family, and respect
Beavero6 as it brings back memories of a I|ife whi

tee@eons
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CR-HOME
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Rhonda and | formed a company which we called CR Home (wwhkanore.com) in
response to the frustrations which occur
response to the problems encountered when buying property and buildifdackground
material and actual help was almost nonexistent and that which was available online w
totally confusing and misleading and contradictorBecause of the differences in culture
and the scarcity of information AND our lack of contacts our experiences with real estate
and construction were probably a lot different than mofut we DID learn pretty quickly
how to do things ( the how NOT to do was a gradual education and cost us a lot of
money!) AND stay within budget. And we will be the first ones to admit that we were

|l uckyébut someti mes whether or not |l uck
end result.

Our real estate company gr eAnéwedegdn builtire for i
othersé and devel opiAmg ssmaldle nd ymmwrmi toirees

away fromus. And we had an awful |l ot of peopl e
paychecks but also for our information and service&nd we have had growing paindBut
the core things that we believe in étran

website which posts the negative as well
wrong and we leave the negative posts on because we do trust that people can evaluate o

qualities and ot hersd& eval ua thoicenand camptete, Cc
oexposured6 of games that ot hers play her
realtors); posting of actual <costs of co

the construction people here either!) € a
people should be aware of. We believe that the more information potential buyers and
readers haveét he beaeMet edri dnfoft thraerye witl |1 0b e
started looking at Costa Rica and sure wish that we hadsood quality information is
difficult to find.

We have found that many are skeptical of what we do and off&nd quite frankly, that is
good because we always tell people to have that attitudend sometimes it is a good , old
fashioned Oshow medé attitude that mor e
healthy for an approach to Costa RicaBecause of the wild, west atmosphere and the

government 86s | aissez faire attitude (01l e
expect in CostaRica and are seduced with
pay the price later. It is easy for us to say that we can build for less money than anyone
el se OR that our prices are | essé( yes|

the important thing here is that we ARE a source for informatiohnd we are a resource
for those who want the pros and cons of life here in Costa Rica.
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oWhat of | i fe here noweé and
futureé and what are the ,op

There is no doubt whatsoever, a 0 ploinkzd 6 apprpabé&é taond i ndeeld, a
t hat the market ske wmred d p fmee ni n é who have eseen their savings

Costa Rica has been changed dead. And most on the and equities nearly cut in

by the worst economic climate out side dondhe khnaolwf éiatr.e hur't not ol
in probably half a lots that were sold as having states but everywhere else as

century. huge potential just a few years well.

Developments up and down 290€ some of thgmyenoy lk&¥séd land
the coast of Costa Rica have O Streets, utilities, or worse  ,ng hroperty here in Costa
ground to a halt. Some of the yet, any possible resale va- pica on credit and equity lines
biggest developers are no lon-  ue. Many of them are nothing 50 forced to sell, sometimes
gerin business. And t he 89§ {pan shattered dreams ¢ 0y pottom pricing.

by nighto oper Q’idipﬁeﬁ Qf d"'f W@tgreat

depended solely upon cash views. Those who leveraged

flow and were working almost themselves or have lost their

So, we have opportunity along with the pain. And please also know that

these opportunities are usually not advertised. Face it, brokers make their

money on commi ssionséand the higher the

dollars. S o, a 10% ofiresaled6 |iquidation ma

as 3050%off. Those of you who have said, ol
agod are now getting a second

BUT this isndt just a btaswbouttifesyle anel abow makingachotteslgre o
are a few of our reasons as to why we think that Costa Rica presents a choice and option for many of you NO
( and in the i mmediate futureéremember , we neve
when the right opportunity comes along! o6 ).

What is your mental health worthtoyou?Can you afford to be stresse
next 20-40 years?How much confidence do you really have that your savings and hard earned monies are, re:
going to be there in a few yearsAWe ar e not o0gloom and doomerso6 bu
worry us (and apparently a | ot of youébased on re

Consider, from a pure investment standpoint an investment in Costa Rican real estate as it is not onl
hedge but a refuge from the craziness of oO0Oback ho

Candét afford to buy yet?...consider renti fhigisan
the best approach anywayéand the | owest ri sk.

Want to get away but j ust Andaohéhdughsmerey thecevanylyowYou c a
need a job?And more money?

Tal k to usé t her eManypeoplahavegobsnnvhithican desdone
online. And many people have occupations which could very easily carry over
into occupations here. Like my fathertoldme al most 30 years

never chance for fear of | osi Napédyoe n
should ever just pick up and move her
recommend it even though our |l ives tur

but you should think about alternatives and find out if they exist FOR YOU.
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