
Last week my daughter and her husband from Minnesota declared          

bankruptcy.   He had his own carpet laying business and had worked 90 

hours a week éprevious to last year.   They did it to save their 

home.   And the stress put on them was enough to cause her to develop 

medical issues which forced them to delay having children. 

My other daughteréhaving put herself through school for the past four years in addition to 

working a full time jobéwas just informed that she is no longer eligible for financial aid.   She is 

now forced to postpone her dream of    becoming a nurse.   And her husband lives in fear of 

losing his job.  Luckily if they had toéthey could move in the basement of mother-in-lawõs   

house.   

My father, who has developed cancer during the past year and lives with excruciating painé

waited in the doctorõs office last week for nearly six hours ( yes, he had an appointment ) last 

week.   He never did get in.   Hate to say it, but I am glad I wasnõt there because the entire  

clinic would have heard me. 

ALL of us have lost this past year.   ALL OF US.   We have had large part of our lives taken 

awayéand in many cases, replaced with  something which is almost  intolerable.   We have less 

money, we have more stress and many more problems than ever before. Life is simply less fun 

than it used to beé 

This report is NOT a rant or diatribe against life òback homeó.  It is not an indictment against 

the government or òthe powers that be.ó 

émany of us dream of the days when life was simpler.   And the past values of 

family, honesty, and simplicity were paramount.   Most of us   consider those 

days   gone and still we dream. 

For a great many of us, the life which is evolving òback 

homeó is becoming increasingly intolerable.   The values, the 

lifestyle, the centers of our liveséare eroding daily.   And we 

feel powerless. 
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While we recognize that 

the above is a 

simplificationéwe truly 

believe that it is an 

adequate representation 

of life here.   (later we will 

mention a few negatives 

as well for those of you 

who want a balanced 

picture)   

Most of you have dreamt of Costa Ricaéand most of you have visited before 

(and you know that Costa Rica has more returning visitorsé by far... than any 

other place on the planet).    Most of you know about the basics:  

Living Costa Rica  

Rhonda and I moved to Costa 

Rica 7 years ago.   And we 

moved here primarily because 

of the cost of living and for the 

adventure.   And over those 7 

years, it has become so much 

more than that.  Without a 

doubt we have come to    

recognize that we have made     

mistakes and we were       

naïve.  But we were also luc-

kyévery lucky.   Because what 

we have received is so much 

more than we ever expec-

ted.  AND becauseéeven with 

all the negatives and òwartsó in 

Costa Ricaéour lives here are 

almost infinitely better than 

our òold lives back 

homeó.      Returning to that 

past and the present life there 

is simply not an option for us 

any longer. 

This òspecial reportó is about 

an alternative, which really 

does exist for most of you.  It 

involves making decisions and 

major changesébut for most 

of youéit can mean earth 

shattering changes for the 

betteréchanges for the positi-

veéand changes you didnõt 

think were possible any     

longer.  And no, this is not 

simply hype and smoke and 

mirrors because we will     

present pros and cons, the 

ògood, bad and the 

ugly.ó  Costa Rica, and life here 

is an alternative which many of 

you should consider and consi-

der stronglyébecause it just 

may save your lives.  And most 

of the time, it is VERY difficult 

to make a decision which will 

change your lifeébut to quote 

an old clich®: òthe journey 

begins with the first step.ó 

.        No standing armyéeveréthe last invasion by Nicaragua decades ago was repulsed by VOLUNTEERS. 

·        Over 25% of the country is set aside for national parks. 

·        The beaches in Costa Rica officially belong to the people.  Less than 1% can be owned by private parties. 

·        Costa Rica is Latin Americaõs longest running democracy.   

·        Costa Rica was recently voted the òworldõs happiest countryóé corny but actually understandableé and 

certainly a contributor to less stress. 

·        Inhabitants of certain areas of Costa Rica have some of the worldõs longest life spanséindeed, the life   

expectancy of the average Costa Rican is higher than that of the average ògringoó. 

·        The literacy rate in Costa Rica is higher than that of the United States. 

·        The diversity of plant and animal life in Costa Rica is astounding éand all of this in an area less than the 

size of West Virginia. 

·        Cost of living is easily far less than half of equivalent standard in the States or Canada.  

·        Costa Rica is heaven for gardening and lovers of both flora and fauna. ( yes, birdwatchers too!) 

·        Costa Rica is SAFE.  (yes, crime is increasing but in most areas it is statistically much safer than Stateside or 

Canada) 

·        The Costa Rican people , for the most part, love the United States and Canada.   Almost every family has 

at least one member who has worked Stateside over the past several years and ties are still strong and          

remembered fondly. 

·        The medical system in Costa Rica is like the States 50 years agoécaring AND competentéAND most 

professionals still make house calls!  And the service is absolutely first rate.  ( ask Rhonda about her three episo-

des in the hospitals here!) 

·        Rhonda and I liken Costa Rica to the States or Canada 50-60 years ago when family values were paramount 

and the values of honesty, family, and respect were coreéwe actually call life a kind of òSpanish leave it to     

Beaveró as it brings back memories of a life which we all thought was gone forever. 

S P E C I A L  R E P O R T  

National Museum, the last  

Garrison  
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S P E C I A L  R E P O R T  

Rhonda and I formed a company which we called CR Home (www.cr-home.com) in         

response to the frustrations which occurred when we first moved to Costa Ricaé and in 

response to the problems encountered when buying property and building.   Background 

material and actual help was almost nonexistent and that which was available online was   

totally confusing and misleading and contradictory.   Because of the differences in culture 

and the scarcity of information AND our lack of contacts our experiences with real estate 

and construction were probably a lot different than most.  But we DID learn pretty quickly 

how to do things ( the how NOT to do was a gradual education and cost us a lot of       

money!)  AND stay within budget.   And we will be the first ones to admit that we were      

luckyébut sometimes whether or not luck plays a part or notéit helps arrive at the same 

end    result.  

 

Our real estate company grewé and then it grew some more.   And we began building for 

othersé and developing small communities.   And suddenly our òretirementó had gotten 

away from us.   And we had an awful lot of people depending upon usénot only for their 

paychecks but also for our information and services.   And we have had growing pains.   But 

the core things that we believe in étransparency even if it hurts (we have a forum on our 

website which posts the negative as well as the positiveéand we CAN admit when we are 

wrong and we leave the negative posts on because we do trust that people can evaluate our 

qualities and othersõ evaluations and complaints for thems elves);  choice, and complete 

òexposureó of games that others play here (which has gotten us a lot of flak from other   

realtors); posting of actual costs of construction (which doesnõt win us too many points with 

the construction people here either!) éand lastly , costs of land and day to day life that 

people should be aware of.   We believe that the more information potential buyers and 

readers haveéthe better off they will be.   We didnõt have it 10 years ago when we first 

started looking at Costa Rica and sure wish that we had.   Good quality information is    

difficult to find.   

 

We have found that many are skeptical of what we do and offer.   And quite frankly, that is 

good  because we always tell people to have that attitude.   And sometimes it is a good , old 

fashioned òshow meó attitude that more people should cultivateéwhich is particularly   

healthy for an approach to Costa Rica.  Because of the wild, west atmosphere and the 

governmentõs laissez faire attitude (òlet the buyer bewareó) many do NOT know what to 

expect in CostaRica and are seduced with promises and the beauty of the countryéonly to 

pay the price later.   It is easy for us to say that we can build for less money than anyone 

else OR that our prices are lessé( yes, to both!...but please, find it out for yourselves!)é

the important thing here is that we ARE a source for information.  And we are a resource 

for those who want the pros and cons of life here in Costa Rica.  
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So , we have opportunity along with the pain.    And please also know that 

these opportunities are usually not advertised.    Face it, brokers make their 

money on commissionséand the higher the prices, the more the commission 

dollars.    So, a 10% òfiresaleó liquidation may very well be available for as much 

as 30-50% off.    Those of you who have said, òI wish I had bought ten years 

agoó are now getting a second chance. 

òWhat of life here nowé and what is the 

futureé and what are the opportunities?ó  

There is no doubt whatsoever, 

that the marketsé and life in 

Costa Rica has been changed 

by the worst economic climate 

i n  p r o b a b l y  h a l f  a               

century.    

Developments up and down 

the coast of Costa Rica have 

ground to a halt.   Some of the 

biggest developers are no lon-

ger in business.   And the òfly 

by nightó operations that   

depended solely upon cash 

flow and were working almost 

a òponzi-likeó approach to 

developmenté are            

dead.   And most on the    

outside donõt know it.   The 

lots that were sold as having 

huge potential just a few years 

agoé some of them now have 

no streets, utilities, or worse 

yet, any possible resale va-

lue.   Many of them are nothing 

more than shattered dreams 

and piles of dirt with great 

views.     Those who leveraged 

themselves or have lost their 

jobsé and indeed, all of us 

who have seen their savings 

and equities nearly cut in 

halféare hurt not only in the 

states but everywhere else as 

well.    

People who purchased land 

and property here in Costa 

Rica on credit and equity lines 

are forced to sell, sometimes 

at rock bottom pricing.  

·        BUT this isnõt just about real estate and property.   It is about life style and about making choices.   Here 

are a few of our reasons as to why we think that Costa Rica presents a choice and option for many of you NOW 

( and in the immediate futureéremember , we never say òbuy nowó, we say òconsider and be ready to move 

when the right opportunity comes along!ó ). 

·        What is your mental health worth to you?   Can you afford to be stressed out and òground downó for the 

next 20-40 years?  How much confidence do you really have that your savings and hard earned monies are really 

going to be there in a few years?   We are not ògloom and doomersó but we do see things happening which   

worry us (and apparently a lot of youébased on responses we receive ).   

·        Consider, from a pure investment standpoint an investment in Costa Rican real estate as it is not only a 

hedge but a refuge from the craziness of òback homeóéand a possible future home and shelter.  

·        Canõt afford to buy yet?...consider renting and exploring whether or not life here is right for you.   This is 

the best approach anywayéand the lowest risk.   

·        Want to get away but just canõt see how you can afford it?   And not enough money there anyhow?   You 

need a job?  And more money?  

S P E C I A L  R E P O R T  

Talk to usé there are alternatives.    Many people have jobs which can be done 

online.    And many people have occupations which could very easily carry over 

into occupations here.     Like my father told me   almost 30 years ago òif you 

never chance for fear of losingéthen you have already lost.ó   None of you 

should ever just pick up and move here ( we didéand would simply not 

recommend it even though our lives turned out better than a movie script!)é

but you should think about alternatives and find out if they exist FOR YOU.  


